Introduction
This latest edition of the Libraries & Culture biennial bibliographic review essay encompasses a pair of years that straddle two millennia. When one considers this long-standing assignment from that viewpoint, it can seem awesome indeed. But this being my fourth outing on this particular adventure, I no longer quake quite as much from the prospect of surveying the panorama of the most recent library history literature. I do, however, take to heart the advice recently given by the historian Piers Brendan: "Historians should be euhemerists. Their task is to expose the reality within the myth, to reveal the flesh and blood behind the godhead."
1 Assessing the scholarship that surrounds libraries and librarianship may not rise to the level of evaluating the godhead, but the seriousness of the enterprise is not lost upon me. As library historians, we have a long way to go before we can equal Lytton Strachey's confidence that his knowledge of nineteenth-century Britain was already so extensive that "the History of the Victorian Age will never be written: we know too much about it." 2 We don't have that problem; there is too much unknown about our American library past. Nevertheless, despite the large lacunae in our historical knowledge, let us see what we have done this time around to fill in the gaps.
Sources and Historiography
Since it goes without saying that history is biography, we are indeed fortunate to witness the appearance of Oxford University Press's magnificent American National Biography (ANB), which thoroughly updates and expands on our beloved Dictionary of American Biography (DAB). 3 Nearly one hundred librarians are featured in the ANB, which reflects the efforts of numerous library historians to bring to the fore dozens of prominent librarians not found in the earlier volumes of the DAB. We have offerings, for example, by Wiegand on Dewey, Richardson on Pierce Butler, Dain on Edwin Hatfield Anderson, Becker Johnson on Sarah Bogle, Tucker on Arthur Bostwick, and many others. All the librarians of Congress except John Meehan are represented, although the editors put MacLeish in the literature section of the subject index. Unfortunately, there are some important names that were neglected as well, including Justin Winsor, Louis Round Wilson, William Warner Bishop, and Mary Utopia Rothrock, to name just a few. Still, the new ANB indicates the growing importance of librarians in the nation's story, and I believe that if we can be responsive to the next call from the editors of a major reference tool for essays on our forgotten colleagues, we can continue to raise our profile in the consciousness of mainstream historians.
Another recent general source for historical scholarship is the Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing, which in two large volumes covers an expansive area both geographically and chronologically. 4 Although library history is not specifically dealt with, there is a section on U.S. historiography from the colonial era to the present that is quite informative. Also useful, especially for finding essential basic sources (although with a decided British slant), is the second edition of Richardson's bibliographical guide to historical research. 5 We are all practicing historians grappling with a craft that is as old as the written record and probably as ancient as storytelling around the campfire. Each year a bundle of books appears devoted to explicating our discipline for the latest generation and explaining how we do what we do. The period 1999 to 2000 was no exception. Of the lot, the best is probably Richard Evans's well-written survey of contemporary historical methodologies, In Defense of History. Complementing Evans is Jordanova's History in Practice, which is a sophisticated updating of Geoffrey Elton's classic The Practice of History (1967 6 For those curious about how other historians have practiced their craft, Robert Rutland has produced an edited collection of biographical essays on various noteworthy twentieth-century American historians written by other prominent American historians. We have, for example, Paul Conkin writing on Merle Curti, Lewis Gould on Howard Roberts Lamar, and Robert H. Ferrell on C. Vann Woodward. This produces an interesting gathering of historians observing other historians. Women historians also receive their due in a valuable set of essays edited by Boris and Chaudhuri with contributions from Gerda Lerner, Joan Hoff, and Linda Kerber, to name just a few. 7 Like most historical communities, library historians took the opportunity recently to celebrate the first fifty years of the Library History Round Table and produced a lively set of papers published as Library History Research in America, ably edited by Andrew B. Wertheimer and Donald G. Davis Jr. 8 Beginning with Wayne Wiegand's usual magisterial survey of the literature in his "American Library History Literature, 1947-1997: Theoretical Perspectives?" the volume contains essays from some of our leading scholars and includes contributions from Suzanne Hildenbrand on women and librarianship, Mary Niles Maack on international librarianship, Cheryl Knott Malone on multicultural issues in public library history, and James V. Carmichael Jr. on gay librarianship. Don Krummel explores aspects of historical bibliography, while Mark Tucker outlines the fundamental resources for researching library history. Donald G. Davis Jr. and Jon Arvid Aho describe the development of our key journal, Libraries & Culture, and its predecessor, Journal of Library History. 9 John David Marshall provides the perspective of someone who was present at the creation and joins Andrew Wertheimer in crafting a chronology of the LHRT. All in all, this is an outstanding collection of essays that provide a snapshot of our little community of scholars and a fine introduction to the state of the art of library history at the end of the twentieth century.
When it comes to analyzing where our scholarship is taking us and where we need to go, no one does it better than Wayne Wiegand.
During the period under review, he produced several conceptual pieces that together give us a good impression of his current thinking. In the article cited above as part of the LHRT fiftieth-anniversary collection, Wiegand surveys the most important library history scholarship since World War II, emphasizing his belief that we need to incorporate into our research the theories of Foucault, Habermas, Gramsci, and others who have sought to understand how people use language and information to shape their lives. Wiegand will return to this theme in other recent writings, the best of which is an article in Library Quarterly entitled "Tunnel Vision and Blind Spots." 10 As his title implies, our profession is hampered by a variety of blind spots and narrow vision that limit our ability to accurately analyze what we are about. Because we focus too much on how we manage our services and too little on the experience of our users, Wiegand insists that we have a skewed understanding of librarianship. Wiegand is concerned that our emphasis on investigating biography (which is usually noncritical), evaluating library expertise (our procedural details), and looking only at big institutions is inadequate for a proper assessment of our profession. He laments that there may not be enough people actively engaged in library historical research to get the job done, and he is probably right. Moreover, I wonder how many of us have the ability to understand such thinkers as Foucault or Gramsci and to be able to apply their theories to the questions that confront us. A review of current or past library history literature clearly shows that we are most comfortable as narrative historians seldom entering into debate. (The last spirited debate of any size was probably the Michael Harris debate over public libraries that appeared nearly thirty years ago.) Like a voice crying in the wilderness, Wiegand implores us to raise our heads above our comfortable parapets, taking on more sophisticated intellectual armor in our struggle to understand our profession's past. Whether we will hear his call and act remains an open question.
Special, Private, and Subscription Libraries
Public and academic libraries may resemble each other a great deal, varying perhaps mostly in size. But special libraries represent a wide range of types, sizes, and orientations that reflect their individualist nature. Although this section is dominated by histories of special libraries, we do have a couple of accounts of private libraries and their development as well as a look at an eighteenthcentury subscription library. Kevin Hayes, who earlier produced a study of William Byrd's private collection, has turned his attention to another eighteenth-century figure, John Montgomerie, who served as governor of New York and New Jersey during the late 1720s. Hayes's book provides a detailed inventory of Montgomerie's personal library with a helpful introduction to Montgomerie's life and career. Steven Smith provides a thorough assessment of the excellent private library created by Edwin Forrest, a well-known nineteenth-century Shakespearean actor. Finally, David Turk surveys the precursors to the public library that developed in Virginia in the eighteenth century, which were modeled after Benjamin Franklin's Library Company of Philadelphia. Turk, however, does not cite any sources for his article, which limits the value of his contribution.
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Turning to special libraries and their history, we have essays across the subject spectrum, most of them more informational than analytical, but such is the case with the majority of writings that fall within the purview of this review essay. The amount of solid historiographical work that relies on archival research buttressed by knowledge of the appropriate secondary literature is actually a distressingly small percentage of the total. So while we have seven articles that treat different types of special libraries, only one really shines as a sophisticated historical effort. And not surprisingly, this one appears in that reliable workhorse journal of ours: Libraries & Culture. Tom Glynn examines the historical development of New York City's Apprentices' Library in decades before the Civil War. 12 What makes his piece so valuable beyond the simple recounting of the library's history is that Glynn sets his story within the social and intellectual context of the times. He cites the significant secondary historical literature that describes America in the 1840s and 1850s and in so doing enables the reader to see how his story fits within the larger framework of an America struggling with its growth in that vibrant and tempestuous period. This is the kind of history we want to see, where the scholar has done his or her spadework with the extant primary and secondary historical writings available.
Although not quite as deeply researched in secondary sources, Carol Bradley and James Coover nevertheless provide a quite readable summary of the history of the SUNY at Buffalo music library.
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Bradley delves into archival resources in explaining how the music library evolved from its inception in the early 1960s to its current size of nearly 200,000 items. Over the years, religious libraries have received their share of attention in historical accounts, and this time the American Baptist-Samuel Colgate Historical Library is the one entry from this category. Dana Martin, who serves as the director of the library, provides an insider's account of this Rochester, New York, facility, which is considered the largest collection of Baptist materials in North America. Other articles that fall within this section include a history of the first years of the library at the United States Merchant Marine Academy-an unusual topic, to say the least-recounted by Stephen Wiist and published in the Long Island Historical Journal, which, in my experience, is an unusual source for library history. 15 Ari Cohen describes the demise of the Engineering Societies Library (ESL), which was originally founded in the early 1920s as an important source for engineering information through its document delivery service centered in New York City. The growth of computer technology and a lack of funding for the ESL library led to its replacement by the Linda Hall Library by the mid-1990s. 16 Finally, Deirdre Lawrence sprints through a history of the Brooklyn Museum of Art Libraries and Archives, which was founded in 1825. 17 There can be no argument that special libraries in this country number in the hundreds, if not thousands. We have a great deal more work to do before we can arrive at any generalized history of special libraries in America. At the rate we're going, that won't happen anytime soon!
Public Libraries
Usually one of the larger sections, this time the writings on public libraries have a surprising paucity. Hardly exceeding a dozen, these new contributions nevertheless include some good efforts. One must begin, of course, with James Conaway's history of the Library of Congress just in time for the bicentennial celebration of that august institution. Conaway had penned a history of the Smithsonian Institution in 1995, which is probably why he was chosen for this assignment. Well-crafted prose accompanied by numerous illustrations make this book appealing to the popular reader, but it does not replace our need for a solidly constructed historical work that would build on what John Cole has been doing over the years. Conaway tours the history of his subject in chapters, focusing on the main issues facing each librarian of Congress. He cites most of the salient literature, although he does not mention Jane Rosenberg's recent study of Herbert Putnam. 18 And herein lies the problem: this is a popular work that does not probe very deeply beneath the surface. This is partly because Conaway probably could not devote space to the numerous questions that surround the role the Library of Congress has played in the development of modern American librarianship, and partly (and this may not be charitable to the author), Conaway may not be that well informed about what library historians have been doing the past few decades. For whatever reason, we still await a sophisticated history of our greatest library.
While we are still considering histories of the Library of Congress, it is important to note Carl Ostrowski's quite excellent study of Senator James Pearce and the Library of Congress in the 1840s and 1850s. 19 Pearce chaired the Joint Library Committee of Congress and also sat on the Smithsonian Board of Regents. Ostrowski discusses how Pearce became an opponent of broadening access to library resources and shows how issues of class, knowledge, and power led men like Pearce to seek to restrict the growth of library access in the antebellum era. Using his sources well, Ostrowski tells a fascinating story that serves as a corrective to our conventional wisdom about the steady expansion of the Library of Congress.
A book that does demonstrate the author's familiarity with library historical scholarship is Plummer Jones Jr.'s Libraries, Immigrants, and the American Experience. 20 This is a major study of how public libraries interacted with American immigrants, especially between 1876 and 1924. Jones's book, which is a revision of his 1991 dissertation, which won the Dain Dissertation Award, follows the lives of four pioneers of library work with immigrant populations: Jane Maud Campbell, John Foster Carr, Eleanor Ledbetter, and Edna Phillips. Despite the broader view indicated in his title, Jones's study limns the immigrant experience primarily on the East Coast and in the Midwest. Immigrants and their interaction with the other parts of the country await their own study. Jones's contribution is an exceedingly good one and reflects a depth of primary and secondary research that can serve as a lesson to all of us.
The third book in this section is a small tome by Phyllis Dain on the New York Public Library that should in no way be compared with her magisterial 1972 history. This outing is replete with glossy photographs that surround Dain's text as she brings her story up to the 1990s, but only in the most general way. Published by the New York Public Library, this is a nice public relations book that can be used for NYPL promotions. What is necessary now is that someone take the story forward from Dain's original foundational study and explain in greater detail how the NYPL has fared in the past thirty years. Finally, while its focus is on the larger issues of current public librarianship, we must note with pleasure the teaming up of Dain with another well-regarded scholar, Redmond Kathleen Molz, to produce an interesting and erudite analysis that places the book's topic relentlessly within an historical framework. Dain and Molz bring to their work a deep understanding of where public libraries have come from and where they very well may be heading. This is a nicely crafted monograph that merits serious attention from all of us.
145
The New York Public Library is also the subject of a short piece by Marc Raeff, a prominent Columbia University historian for many years who discusses his experiences using the New York Public Library's Slavic and Baltic Division as a practicing historian. 22 The final New York City-area library that receives attention this time around is the Staten Island Public Library in a brief historical essay by Lisa De Palo. 23 De Palo's article stems from coursework she did for a master's thesis for the Queen's College library school and demonstrates familiarity with the basic historical sources for public libraries, but the article as a whole provides only a thumbnail sketch of that library's history. Finally, we move upstate with an article that examines the complications facing the Buffalo Museum of Science and its 1930s collection of first editions of prominent works in the history of science as the twentieth century ended and operational money became tight. 24 The upshot was a trade, with the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library to obtain the collection of first editions, and, in return, the Museum of Science received a duplicate Audubon Birds of America folio. This incident reflects the complexities that face libraries when cultural artifacts are involved.
Moving away from New York City libraries, we come to some solid article-level research with two contributions from Cheryl Knott Malone, one on African-American public libraries in Louisville, Kentucky, and Nashville, Tennessee, and the other on a similar library in Houston, Texas. These two essays result from the larger work she produced for her 1996 Justin Winsor Prize-winning dissertation. Both demonstrate careful scholarship, good writing, and sturdy explication of the historical dimensions of the public library experience for African Americans in the first two decades of the twentieth century. In a third article, Malone includes a brief description of public library challenges for African Americans in Nashville, Tennessee. 25 Malone's work will lay the foundation for gaining a better understanding of how minorities interacted with public libraries in the South during the Jim Crow era. In addition, she shows how to skillfully integrate primary and secondary sources in her scholarship.
State libraries have seldom been a topic of research, but this time we have several articles to comment on. Mark Sorensen, who is the assistant director of the Illinois State Archives, published a trio of articles that trace the history of the Illinois State Library from its inception in the early 1800s through World War II and beyond. 26 He judiciously uses his sources to construct a readable and valuable history that could serve as a guide for other state library histories. In a shorter space, and without any indication of sources, Brent Tarter explores the background to the construction of the Virginia State Library building in the 1930s. 27 And Kathleen Correia and John Gonzales provide short biographical entries for the twenty-one California state librarians who have served since 1849. 28 Since we are already in California, it is appropriate that we point to two recent valuable articles devoted to the early history of the Los Angeles Public Library. Debra Gold Hansen, Karen F. Gracy, and Sheri D. Irvin examine the three most important women directors between 1880 and 1905: Mary Foy, Tessa Kelso, and Mary L. Jones. 29 The authors show how these three women contributed significantly to the early growth of this major public library. Most importantly, Hansen and her coauthors take pains to set their subjects within the larger framework of the feminization of the workplace at the end of the nineteenth century. We need this contextualization to occur more often than it does; so much of our historiography is pure narrative, without any conceptual underpinnings. Hansen, who wrote the section on Mary L. Jones, continues her story with an historical look at the library career of Jones's successor at the LAPL, Charles Fletcher Lummis, in a recent issue of Vitai Scholasticae. 30 Both articles reflect solid scholarship and help chart an historical path through the thickets of early-twentieth-century California librarianship.
Of the remainder of writings in this section, the best by far is Christine Pawley's sparkling account of the dynamic Lutie Stearns, who represented her Progressive Era ideals and radicalism by tirelessly sponsoring Wisconsin's traveling libraries between 1895 and 1914. Pawley delved into the Wisconsin Free Library Commission's records to buttress her well-written account. 31 Michael Lorenzen discusses the sociological background to Carnegie's largesse, but for most of us who are familiar with the Scotsman's life, Lorenzen contributes little that is new. 32 Two public libraries recently published short histories that are not sophisticated from an historiographical standpoint but can serve as building blocks for a larger study. 33 This section seems smaller this time around, and with thousands of public libraries dotting the countryside, there certainly is no shortage of subjects to tackle. We are still lacking that solid synthetic interpretive work that brings all these disparate efforts into a single focus, but one can always hope.
Academic Libraries
If I had a concern about the publishing output in the public libraries section above, I really have trepidation about the state of research in academic library history. The usual number of publications on this topic has been cut in half this time. Let us hope this number does not get halved again. Nevertheless, what remains has some merit. We start with an unusual book on Benedictine college libraries written originally as a dissertation by Sister Dorothy Neuhofer. 34 Neuhofer surveys twelve Benedictine institutions but focuses specifically on the historical development of St. John's University and the College of St. Benedict. This is a well-researched effort, especially the author's discussion of the European roots of the Benedictine intellectual tradition. The only other booklike effort is actually more of a pamphlet that traces the historical background of the Middlebury College library. One of the coauthors is Nicholas Basbanes, who wrote the recent A Gentle Madness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal Passion for Books (1995) . 35 Moving to the article literature, the best effort by far (and probably one of the best pieces overall this time) is Douglas Ernest's historiographical essay on land-grant university libraries. 36 Ernest's contribution is actually two separate essays, one an overview of the historiography of American library history in general, followed by a more focused examination of writings on land-grant institutions. He ably summarizes the major trends in our general historiography, beginning with the 1970s and the Harris debate and carrying his analysis through the major writings up to the mid-1990s. He performs a similar labor with the more limited literature on land-grant libraries, tracking the historiographic landscape with a sharp eye. Ernest concludes that the increasingly sophisticated scholarship that characterizes the new library history has not been reflected in the latest writings on land-grant university libraries.
Peggy Sherry provides a well-written history of Princeton University's venerable Firestone Library. She uses archival sources liberally in relating the story of how the library was built and grew during the twentieth century. 37 Two other articles examine the growth of reference services in academic libraries since the 1970s. Mary Gilles and Christy Zlatos explore the impact of reorganization and automation on public services in the Washington State University library beginning in the mid-1970s. 38 Finally, Larry Hardesty reflects on the ways library instruction has changed over the past twenty-five years. 39 Despite the library community's best efforts, Hardesty regrets that teaching faculty still underappreciate the role of the library in the undergraduate educational experience. Finally, Donna Cohen presents a nice piece of writing in her essay on Andrew Carnegie's donation to support a new library at Rollins College in Florida. 40 This article is especially interesting because we usually do not think of academic libraries as a beneficiary of Carnegie's largesse. Cohen plumbs the voluminous Carnegie archives to sculpt her well-written story. Carnegie's support for academic libraries provides an avenue for future research, the results of which will broaden our understanding of his contributions to American librarianship.
And there you have it. This is the sum-total of historical writings on academic libraries and librarianship during the period under review. Indeed, this is even a stretch, since the Ernest and Sherry articles actually appeared in 1998. I am going to trust that the decline in work in this area is simply an aberration and that the next review essay will show a recrudescence in output. With thousands of academic libraries available for investigation and no general history of academic libraries in existence, we have plenty of opportunity for fruitful research.
Library Associations
It has been more than twenty years since Dennis Thomison's booklength history of the American Library Association (ALA), which told our story up to 1972. 41 Since that date, nearly thirty years have elapsed, and it is clearly time for another historical evaluation of our noble organization. In the meantime, several recent works on the history of the American Medical Library Association (MLA) have appeared, including a well-written monograph by Jennifer Connor entitled Guardians of Medical Knowledge. 42 Connor has done her spadework with forays into the association's archives at the National Library of Medicine in Bethesda, Maryland. She also cites numerous works by library historians in her literature review. Her focus is, however, on the first few decades of the MLA, which leaves a great deal of work to be done for the period since World War II. All in all, this is an impressive effort and one that would prove useful for future investigations of other library associations. Shorter pieces that detail the history of the MLA include Frances K. Groen's recent article, which updates his earlier essay on the pioneer medical librarians, this time tracing the events that lead to the 1898 founding of the MLA. 43 Victoria Pifalo describes the development of the medical outreach program in the rural countryside beginning in the 1920s and the role that the MLA played. 44 Over the past few years, a number of well-written histories have been focused on the early years of the MLA. What would be useful now would be to extend the coverage of these historical treatments to the period since 1950.
Despite the more vigorous efforts to explore the past of the MLA, the history of the American Library Association was not ignored completely this time around. Ming-yueh Tsay wrote a well-researched and informative account of the relationship between the ALA and mainland China, which began in the 1920s through the efforts of Arthur Bostwick, Charles Harvey Brown, and Charles Shaw. Tsay used primary documents from the ALA's International Relations Committee to support his overview of Chinese-American library relations between 1924 and 1949. 45 The December 1999 issue of American Libraries contains several articles about American librarianship during the twentieth century. 46 In addition to an impressionistic listing of the 100 most prominent librarians (at least according to the editors of American Libraries), the issue also includes a piece by Martin Goldberg on early Carnegie libraries and Lisa Bier's interesting story about the library at Los Alamos, New Mexico, during World War II. Louise Robbins traces the academic studies of Liu Guojun in the 1920s. Guojun would return to China and ultimately become the dean of the library school at Beijing University. Finally, Ron Chepesiuk surveys the first fifty years of Beta Phi Mu, and Barbara Gittings relates her efforts on behalf of gay librarianship. George Bobinski, who has spent his professional career examining various aspects of our profession's past, provides an interesting brief article on our propensity to create library organizations in the United States. 47 After quickly tracing our organizing history, Bobinski shows that we now have at least 152 separate library associations in the United States with over 225,000 members. He concludes that our remarkable number of associations is not that unusual for an organization as diverse as ours but simply reflects on the many types of libraries that exist in our far-flung nation.
Other studies worth noting in this section include Kenneth Yamashita's nicely composed history of the Asian/Pacific American Libraries Association in an issue of Library Trends devoted to ethnic librarianship in America. 48 Donald G. Davis Jr. applies his considerable historical skills to an explication of the impact of the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) on international library politics during the Cold War. 49 Another international library association-the International Association of Music Libraries-is the subject of a useful essay by John Wagstaff. 50 Finally, closer to home, Robert Richmond provides an account of the history of the Kansas Library Association, unfortunately without any reference to the sources he used. 51 For those interested in future research topics, a quick perusal of the organizations listed by Bobinski should yield an impressive number of places to start. Meanwhile, we can wait for a new history of the ALA that will incorporate the new historiographical approaches we have developed in the past thirty years. Let us not wait too long!
Library and Information Science (LIS) Education
Interest in the history of library and information science education seems to be flagging a bit, since only four articles fit the category this time. Of these, Eric Linderman's biographical study of A. Robert Rogers is clearly superior to the rest. 52 Linderman traces Rogers's career, which began in Canada at the University of New Brunswick and ended at Kent State University, where Rogers succeeded Guy Marco as dean of the library school. Rogers was deeply involved in promoting international librarianship and also was a recognized poet. Linderman makes good use of both primary and secondary sources in telling his tale. Besides Linderman's solid historical effort, we have Barbara Flood's autobiographical account of the Drexel Institute's information science program during the years 1963-1971. 53 In her narrative, Flood provides a useful historical background to the development of information science in the United States during the 1950s and early 1960s and then relates the development of Drexel's program, which was one of the first in the United States. Flood's contribution adds a little more to what we know about the evolution of instruction in information science during this period. A broader look at information science as a discipline is also found in an interesting essay by Adam and Fitzgerald. Although much of their article focuses on the present, the authors set the growth of IS within its historical context. 54 Patricia Ward takes a comparative approach in her investigation of the evolution of library and information science education during the twentieth century. 55 Writing from the British standpoint, Ward reviews the development of LIS programs in Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States from the early years of the twentieth century through the year 2000. In fewer than forty pages Ward traverses a lot of territory, but for someone seeking a tight synthesis of the major issues that confronted LIS education in the past century, Ward's piece is a good place to start.
Journals often like to celebrate publishing milestones, and the Journal of Education for Library and Information Science is no exception. Over the years JELIS has published historically oriented articles, most often by members of the LHRT community. In recognition of its fortieth anniversary, JELIS selected what it considered its most important article in each decade since the journal's inception in 1960.
56
If nothing else, we can see what the editors of JELIS considered their four most significant publications in the past forty years.
Since so many library historians dwell within library and information science departments, I remain confident that this dearth of writings in this area is only an aberration. As in other areas within 151 this essay, we still await the larger synthetic work that helps us understand better the role that LIS education has played in the overall development of American librarianship.
Feminist, Ethnic, and Multicultural Librarianship
In the past this section was labeled simply " Women in Librarianship," but given the growth in scholarship in the area of ethnic and multicultural librarianship and the concomitant decline in writing about women in librarianship, I have renamed this part of the essay to reflect the changing interests of my fellow historians. Although the bulk of the works that are under review this time concern themselves with ethnic and multicultural librarianship, I must note with pleasure Mary Niles Maack's recent essay on Mary Wright Plummer, who was a prominent and innovative library educator a century ago. 57 Maack demonstrates a sure grasp of her subject as she analyzes Plummer from a feminist perspective. We can hope this is a hint of a larger study to come. Here I should also mention the recent publication of an update to On Account of Sex, which has proved to be a useful compendium of writings on women in librarianship and devotes an entire chapter to historical works. 58 Two recently published collections, both edited by Kathleen de la Peña McCook, reflect some of the trends now under way in the realm of ethnic and multicultural studies. The first book consists of a group of oral histories recorded at the end of the 1980s but only finally published in 1998 by the American Library Association's Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship. Eight women are profiled, including Augusta Baker, Clara Stanton Jones, Lillian López, Virginia Mathews, and Ching-chi Chen. The interviews are rather lengthy, giving the reader a good sense of each individual's contribution to American librarianship. We probably know more about Baker and Jones than the others, so this is an especially valuable source of primary material for future historical work. 59 McCook also put together for Library Trends a wide-ranging set of articles that deal with ethnic librarianship in the United States over the past several decades. After an introductory essay by Alice Robbin, every major group is then represented with well-written critiques. These include Alma Dawson ("Celebrating African-American Librarians and Librarianship," 49-87), Mengxiong Liu ("The History and Status of Chinese Americans in Librarianship," 109-37), Salvador Güereña and Edward Erazo ("Latinos and Librarianship," 131-81), and Lotsee Patterson ("History and Status of Native Americans in Librarianship," 182-93). 60 Each contribution is accompanied by an extensive listing of the most important secondary literature, which will be a boon for future scholarship in this still largely unexplored region of American librarianship.
Finishing up this section, we must pay homage to the publication of the second edition of E. J. Josey's classic Handbook of Black Librarianship, which first appeared in 1977. Josey has updated the original sections of his 1977 work, charting the chronology up through 1998. He has a new section called "Vital Issues" that examines the forces that will impact the broad field of library and information science in the twenty-first century. Moreover, he has added a new chapter that deals with African library information resources and education. Within the covers of this hefty volume is a treasure trove of information that relates to the African-American library experience put together by one of our foremost African-American library leaders. The second edition of the Handbook of Black Librarianship, although less weighted with historical essays, is nonetheless a worthy successor to the original. From the personal standpoint of someone who was in the trenches as an African-American librarian, we have the brief memoirs of Nicholas Gaymon, who directed the Florida A&M University library for a quarter-century. His account is a remarkable portrayal of what life was like for an ambitious AfricanAmerican male librarian during the 1950s and 1960s. 61 Finally, something a little different is a recent study of American libraries that resulted from the German-American Turner movement. 62 The American Turners, who emigrated from Germany after the 1848 revolution, emphasized a combination of cultural and physical fitness programs and were instrumental in establishing libraries in major midwestern cities. Based on the archives of the American Turners established in Indianapolis, Indiana, as well as numerous secondary sources, Dolores Hoyt's A Strong Mind in a Strong Body is an interesting contribution and well worth a look.
As we can see, a burgeoning scholarship is starting to appear devoted to neglected areas of our library heritage. I think this trend will continue as we move beyond our fascination with the white middle-class experience in American librarianship and discover other user ethnicities.
Technical Services, Preservation, and Technology
We have literature that represents each topic in this section and must begin with a truly remarkable new monograph detailing (and I mean detailing) the history of copying before the advent of the photocopier, which first appeared in the 1930s. 63 Rhodes and Streeter divide their hefty volume into two parts, with Rhodes, a conservator at the American Museum of Natural History, explaining aspects of the hardware, materials, and methods of operating a copying press. Streeter, a museum curator and bookbinder, provides a thorough documentation of the technological and construction issues that underlie each version of the copying devices that appeared during the period under their review. At the end of the book, the authors reprint the actual drawings that accompanied dozens of U.S. patent applications beginning in 1840. The Rhodes-Streeter book will stand as the definitive work on this subject for years to come. Not surprisingly, technical service activities dominate numerically the remainder of the writings in this section. A special issue of Cataloging & Classification Quarterly concerned itself with the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), which began with the implementation in 1898 of the LC's dictionary catalog. Historical aspects of this essential tool are surveyed by Alvin Stone in his brief history of the LCSH, and he attaches a chronology of Library of Congress publications that support subject heading cataloging, which first appeared in 1906. 64 Another recent publication honors the career of Samuel Lubetzky, whose contributions to contemporary cataloging rules are well reflected in his 1953 Cataloging Rules and Principles and his 1960 Code of Cataloging Rules. 65 In this slim volume, Michael Gorman demonstrates his sure grasp of Lubetzky's principles of cataloging in an informative essay entitled "Seymour Lubetzky, Man of Principles" (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) . Also useful is Michèle V. Cloonan's brief chapter that assesses the impact of Lubetzky and Vannevar Bush on the organization and retrieval of information in her "Musings on Cataloging and Information Science in Appreciation of Seymour Lubetzky" (22) (23) (24) (25) (26) (27) (28) (29) (30) .
Briscoe and Selden have written an extensive critique of cataloging practice in the law library at the University of Colorado during the twentieth century. 66 Their account is rather unusual in its focus on cataloging in a specialized library such as law. Especially interesting is the authors' comment that only in the 1960s did Colorado begin to construct a descriptive catalog of its holdings. Up until then the expectation was that the library staff could keep all appropriate bibliographic information about the collection in their heads! Jankowska and Young describe their personal experiences with the impact of the steady merging of the technical and public services worlds that began accelerating in the 1970s with the advent of automation. The blurring of the long-held distinctions between the back room and front lines in librarianship has not come easily, as their account attests. 67 Fran Wilkinson gives us a general history of the development of serials control systems based on a survey of ARL library directors. Wilkinson's effort is not much to behold, but it does reveal the need for a more sophisticated stab at a history of this significant accomplishment in modern American librarianship. Seiden and Kathman provide a succinct overview of the sometimes tortuous relationship that developed between libraries and computing centers as the idea for blending these two operations gained popularity beginning in the early 1980s. 68 The preservation aspects of this section are well represented by a recent publication by the Council on Library and Information Resources that explores the history of preservation in American research libraries. 69 Starting with an account of our discovery of how extensive the embrittlement problem was in the early 1960s, Smith surveys the challenges and accomplishments of the library preservation community as it struggled to cope with the crumbling books that crowded our most famous research libraries. Although Nicholson Baker's recent Double Fold (2001) takes vigorous issue with some of the decisions made by preservation librarians, the complexity of preserving the contents of our largest research libraries is a story that still awaits a solid historical account. Another good article in the area of preservation is by David Block on the history of remote storage in research libraries. 70 Block goes back to the seventeenth century to describe the chronic problem that has faced libraries probably since the beginning of time-space. Two basic approaches to storage have dominated library thinking over the years: (1) separate and remote structures urged by famed library building expert Keyes Metcalf, or (2) compact shelving, which was promoted by Herman Fussler in the late 1960s. Block's well-written essay treats a topic that has seldom received much attention by historians, but it should.
Other articles that fall within the purview of this section include Ruth Miller's interesting survey of the use of electronic resources by academic libraries over the past twenty years. 71 Miller analyzes the impact that the serials crisis and the debate over access versus ownership has had on collection development theories. She also investigates the various efforts libraries have made to reorganize in the face of the twin challenges of dwindling resources and increasing patron demand. Equal in sophistication to Miller's well-thought-out piece is Christopher Loring's look at how the press of new technology has changed library reserve operations, especially in relation to copyright. 72 Loring outlines the basic aspects of the 1976 Copyright Law and then elucidates the ways that libraries have applied it to their reserve programs. In fewer than twenty pages, Loring covers a lot of territory, and covers it well. 155 Finally, there are two items I thought were at least worth mentioning. Lavigne and Eilts have contributed a short piece on the creation and early years of the RLG's Ariel document delivery system. 73 And to assist us in writing the yet-to-appear definitive history of the OCLC, the company recently compiled a collection of ruminations by practicing interlibrary loan librarians on how the venerable bibliographic utility has affected their working lives over the past twenty years since its inception in 1979. 74 If nothing else, this information could serve as useful primary source material.
The impact of technology on libraries is now so much a part of how we function that it is easy to forget that such was not always the case. Since historians are especially interested in change and how it affects us, there are ample opportunities for us to delve more deeply into the role of technology in library development and how libraries and librarians have responded over the decades.
Biography
We must never forget that history is nothing more than the story of what people do with their lives. This time around we have been blessed with some good biographical works that can provide the warp and woof for future historical weavings. Several monographs appeared in the past couple of years, led most assuredly by Louise Robbins's excellent study of the Bartlesville, Oklahoma, public library director Ruth Brown, who was summarily removed from her position in 1950. 75 Robbins, who has contributed solid works on the ALA and McCarthyism, delves deeply into the complicated story of Brown and her efforts to promote racial equality in Bartlesville in the 1940s. This is scholarship of the first rank in its examination of not only the situation in midcentury Bartlesville but also of the larger context of racial and gender rights in the early postwar years in Middle America. Robbins's epilogue will be of special significance to library historians young and old, because here she details her extensive quest for primary materials to support her narrative.
Maureen Meister has gathered together a well-written collection of essays devoted to the architectural career of H. H. Richardson. 76 Although the essays say little specifically about Richardson's contributions to library architecture, they are nonetheless worthy of consulting for Richardson's role in the development of nineteenthcentury American architecture and for understanding how his work fit into the larger context of building design during his era.
Several autobiographical works came out recently that deserve our attention. David Kaser, who has made his own mark in several areas of librarianship, most notably his encyclopedic knowledge of library architecture, has written about his life as a scholar and library educator in the modestly titled Just Lucky, I Guess. 77 How much luck was involved in his remarkable career is anybody's guess, indeed, but his usual sparkling prose is evident here as he traces his life journey from its onset in 1924 to his retirement years at the end of the century. Whether it was teaching, writing, consulting, or simply enjoying his family, Kaser's tale reveals the boundless energy that characterized his approach to the various challenges he undertook during his lengthy career. It is somewhat curious that Kaser had a publisher such as Vantage produce his memoirs, since one would think a more mainstream library science publisher such as Scarecrow or Greenwood would have been quite interested in promoting his story.
Paul Wasserman, who has had a lengthy library career spanning nearly half a century, joined Kaser in producing a hefty tome in 2000 that goes into considerable detail. Wasserman is especially well known for his energetic founding of the library school at the University of Maryland in the mid-1960s as well as for his later work as an editor of numerous Gale publications. Michael Buckland edited the memoirs of Robert Gitler, who was instrumental in founding the Japan Library School in 1951. This slender volume actually encompasses not only Gitler's years in Japan-he directed the Japan Library School from 1951 to 1956-but his entire professional career in librarianship, which began back in the 1930s at the University of California-Berkeley Library. 78 Other monographs with biographical information include two festschriften, one honoring Eugene Garfield, the other Charles Bunge. The Garfield volume contains over two dozen essays that explore numerous facets of the information science discipline that Garfield has done so much to promote over the past nearly half-century. Especially informative on the early years of information science is the chapter by Thackray and Brock, "Eugene Garfield: History, Scientific Information and Chemical Behavior" (11-23) and Lederberg's "How the Science Citation Index Got Started" . Similarly, Chris Ferguson has put together some of Charles Bunge's most significant contributions on the theory and practice of reference librarianship accompanied by essays by such public service luminaries as Hannelore Rader and James Rettig. 79 Rounding out this section devoted to book-length works, we should acknowledge Annie Wilcox's memoirs of her experiences working as an apprentice with the nationally recognized book conservator, Bill Anthony, at the University of Iowa. Finally, the Grolier Club, whose membership consists of those with an interest-professional or otherwise-in the book arts, recently published a compendium of biographical essays on its esteemed membership. It nearly makes me weep for joy when I come across an article in which an author has actually sought to place his or her writing within the larger historical context. For the most part, I can be pretty certain this will happen in pieces that appear in Libraries & Culture or Library Quarterly, and such is the case here. Kevin Mattson's nicely wrought essay on John Cotton Dana reveals his recognition of the main historical literature describing the Progressive Era of the early twentieth century. 81 Mattson explains how Dana was influenced by the intellectual environment of his times in his decision to open up the stacks to the public in the Denver Public Library, as well as Dana's other radical ideas for expanding access to information while director of the Newark Public Library. The reader can understand Dana's actions much better once we see the larger framework of his era, and it is this type of historical writing that we should all value. Unfortunately, so much of what passes for the historical scholarship of librarianship is simple narrative with little knowledge or recognition of the larger picture. This problem may be the result of poor training in historiography by those who tackle historical topics or simple intellectual laziness on the part of the author, compounded by a lack of insistence on a better research base by the journal editor. Whatever the reason, it does not lend much credence to our scholarship within the greater historical community.
Moving on to other articles that may not be the quality of Mattson's but still deserve mention, we take notice of Linnea Martin's interesting analysis of Donald W. Krummel's life as library educator, music bibliographer, philosopher, and historian based on an assessment of his published work and interviews with Krummel. 82 Krummel, who taught for many years at the library school at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, provided Martin with some interesting observations about the roles libraries have played both historically and in the present era. (We will consider Krummel's essay on the history of libraries in the General section below.) Martin's article gives us a glimpse into the mind of one of our more creative contemporary library thinkers. Another solid contribution is by Peter Ascoli, who describes Julius Rosenwald's indefatigable efforts to establish Chicago's Museum of Science and Industry in the 1920s. 83 Ascoli's well-researched piece stems from his interest in eventually producing a biography of Rosenwald. Also noteworthy is Rita Smith's brief survey of Randolph Caldecott's life in ALA's 2000 edition of the Newbery and Caldecott Awards. 84 A minor flurry of articles about well-known rare book librarians and collectors has appeared in the past couple of years. The great rare book collections that we enjoy today are the result of the vigor of men like George Parker Winship, William A. Jackson, Lawrence Wroth, and Randolph Green Adams, who diligently pursued treasured rare books all over the world in the decades that bridged the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Thomas Adams delves into the career of Winship, Roger Stoddard fleshes out the lives of Jackson and Wroth, and Robert Shaddy treats the professional life of Randolph Adams at Michigan. 85 All three essays are well crafted and give us insights into the contributions of these remarkable men. Finally, Joseph Rosenblum explores the relationship that evolved between two avid bookmen, A. S. W. Rosenbach and Seymour de Ricci, who flourished during the first third of the twentieth century, and Donald Dickinson describes how Robert O. Schad built the wondrous Huntington Library rare book collection during the nearly four decades he labored there as its curator. 86 We will always have no end of opportunities for biographical scholarship. For hints as to how to proceed, we can simply peruse the contents of the two extant volumes of the Dictionary of American Library Biography, as well as the forthcoming second supplement, which should be out soon, to obtain dozens of candidates for further exploration. Moreover, Louise Robbins's recent book on Ruth Brown can show us the methodological path we could take.
Reading, Printing, and Publishing
We take our leave of the library as a social agency and move into the dynamic world of reading and publishing, a world that can easily swallow us up in its swirling output over the past several years-and an output that shows no sign of lessening in the future. Our concern with the "hardware" of libraries and librarianship-the buildings, the processes, and the organization of libraries-shifts now to a consideration of the "software" of libraries and librarianship-books, publishing, and reading.
Let us begin by acknowledging the appearance of two major works that deal with the history of reading and of books. The first is a significant new collection of essays that surveys the history of reading in the Western world, edited by two prominent scholars in the field, Guglielmo Cavallo and Roger Chartier. 87 Cavallo and Chartier's collection traverses the centuries with essays treating ancient readers and moving along through the Middle Ages, Reformation, Renaissance, and Enlightenment eras. This work captures the state of the art of reading studies as we embark upon a new century. Especially valuable is the editors' inclusion of an extensive bibliography of the most significant writings on this lively topic. Equally impressive is the first volume in a new series entitled A History of the Book in America published by Cambridge University Press, whose general editor is the esteemed book historian David D. Hall. The inaugural work, edited by Hall and Hugh Amory, is titled The Colonial Book in the Atlantic World and establishes the intellectual foundation for not only this volume but for the rest of the projected five volumes in the series. 88 Hall and Amory's book thoroughly examines reading, publishing, the book trade, and even libraries in seventeenth-and eighteenth-century America in a group of well-crafted essays, some written by the editors and some by other recognized authorities such as James Green and David Shields. These two edited works provide a solid basis for future scholarship in both the history of reading and the history of the book. To assist novice researchers in book history, the Zborays, who have published extensively on antebellum cultural history, have put together a valuable guide to carrying out investigations that relate to the history of the book that any historian would be pleased to possess. 89 The history of American print culture continues to receive sustained attention, as is represented by three recent publications. Julie Williams discusses the impact of the press on the reading habits of colonial Americans and provides an especially valuable introductory chapter that broadly explores the reading experience for seventeenthand eighteenth-century Americans. 90 Isabelle Lehuu carries the story into the nineteenth century with her explication of how Americans in the first half of that century used books and the popular print media. 91 Moving along into the past century, Yale University Press published Megan Benton's revised 1997 dissertation about fine book printing in the 1920s and 1930s. 92 The economic boom of the Roaring Twenties spurred a remarkable increase in American demand for fine printed books as evidence of their owners' social and financial status. The books by Williams, Lehuu, and Benton readily reflect the quality of research under way in the history of books and printing, a wave of scholarship that I believe is a long way from cresting. I should also mention here Travis's intriguing study of the work of the Council on Books in Wartime, which sponsored the publication of Armed Forces Editions for servicemen. Travis's article ably sets the council's labors within the context of the changing book-publishing industry and shows how the council sought to understand what its readers wanted. The same time period is the setting for David Shavit's well-researched investigation into how books were supplied to American and British prisoners of war during World War II. 93 Individual publishers and presses received modest attention, with the most impressive work being the hefty biography of George Palmer Putnam by Ezra Greenspan. 94 A much thinner work by Hayden Carruth celebrates the life of New Directions founder and publisher James Laughlin. 95 Henry Dethloff narrates a profusely illustrated history of the Texas A&M University Press based on archival sources. 96 Shorter essays on publishing figures include Keith Arbour's assessment of the career of James Franklin, who was Benjamin Franklin's older brother.
97 Joel Silver, who over the years has enlightened us on so many historical figures in the publishing world, crafted a nicely presented summary of William Bradford's career as New York's pioneer printer. 98 In the past several years, the Journal of Scholarly Publishing has profiled a number of prominent individuals in its series "Personalities in Publishing." A recent entry in that series is Hazel Bell's brief chronicle of Richard Abel's contribution to librarianship. 99 Finally, Robert Armstrong continues his series of well-written articles that investigate public printing in the old West. 100 Aspects of the history of serial literature since 1850 are treated in a two-part collection of essays edited by Edward Goedeken that appeared in Serials Librarian. 101 Michael Krieger examines AfricanAmerican use of Catholic periodicals produced by both secular and religious entities from the 1880s up to the 1960s. 102 Ellery Sedgwick delves into a detailed study of the impact that the burgeoning number of magazines had on the growth of literary professionals in the United States during the latter half of the nineteenth century. 103 And the granddaddy of all American popular magazines-Harper's Weeklyrecently reprinted in a slickly produced volume dozens of its most significant articles that have appeared since its inception in 1850. 104 The last part of this section contains some solid scholarly efforts that do not fall easily within the earlier paragraphs. Paul Gutjahr tells the story of Bible publication and distribution in the United States from the appearance in 1777 of the first American edition of the English New Testament to the publication in 1881 of the Revised Version. 105 More narrowly focused is James Rohrer's nicely wrought article on the Connecticut Missionary Society's book distribution efforts in the first two decades of the nineteenth century. 106 The spread of religious literature was a dominant feature of the intellectual landscape during much of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, before the expansion of secular literature began to take hold in the public's imagination. David Micklethwait explores the life and times of Noah Webster and his successors in their quest to create an American dictionary. 107 A far cry from the distribution of religious literature recounted above is Jay Gertzman's study of how pornographic literature was disseminated in the twentieth century between the wars. 108 Evidently, the human condition is in need of both types of literature-perhaps in equal amounts! Lynne Tillman depicts the history of New York City's famous bookstore, Books & Co., which operated on Seventy-fourth Street and was run by the inimitable Jeannette Watson. Finally, in this section devoted to books and reading, we must point to Henry Petroski's delightful history of that most common yet essential feature of all libraries in all ages-the bookshelf. 109 The history of the book, how it was read, and how it was produced and distributed is a lively area of scholarship, knowledge of which is essential for library historians to understand if we are to successfully integrate the reader, the book, and the library within a meaningful historical interpretation.
General Studies
We have now come to the point in this review where we consider everything that could not be shoehorned into one of the sections above. I hope the gentle reader will not skip this part, because some gems reside here. Indeed, Haynes McMullen's recent American Libraries before 1876 is just such a jewel. 110 McMullen, one of our esteemed elder statesmen, has produced a remarkable opus that represents literally decades of joyous work compiling library statistics from throughout the United States that detail the establishment of libraries by state and type from the early Republic to the Centennial year. Numerous tables buttress a narrative that tells the story of how we created the vast landscape of libraries that we enjoy today. McMullen's slim volume will stand for decades as the fundamental work on this topic. Another one of our well-established historians, Donald Krummel, whose career was discussed above in the biography section, has written an interesting short pamphlet that considers the history of libraries over the centuries as keepers of our intellectual heritage preserved throughout time and space. 111 Libraries preserve our written word from the destructiveness of light and heat while at the same time keeping the light of knowledge burning for the ages. Krummel's essay is barely twenty-five pages long, yet within that short space he hurdles over the more than two millennia of library history, providing the reader with an interesting perspective from which to view our library ancestors. With McMullen and Krummel you have two masters at work.
The rest of the material in this section can be arranged in conceptual clumps, more or less-at least, that is my goal. Anyway, here we go. Rania Siatri examines the intriguing background to something that has a long history in the practice of librarianship: user studies. 112 Beginning in the late 1940s and continuing up to the present day, librarians have constantly been curious about how our patrons use what we have so painstakingly collected and described. Siatri's summary is an unusual historical look at a common aspect of librarianship and certainly worth consulting. Another recent essay features an in-depth survey concerning the chronic question of access versus ownership, a question that we think we invented in the twentieth century but that actually goes to the very heart of what libraries are all about. Can any library ever contain all the world's writings? Of course not, but since that is the case, how do we go about sharing what we have? This historical debate is the crux of Laura Kane's informative article. 113 The philosophy of librarianship received some attention this time. The inestimable John Budd muses on the challenges facing LIS faculty who struggle to teach their students the language and conceptual frameworks relating to library science. 114 Archie Dick stands back a little farther and investigates the epistemology of library science in a wide-ranging essay that will require most of us to read it at least twice before we begin to understand where the author is going. 115 Equally difficult to grasp but still useful is Birger Hjørland's theoretical piece, which seeks to analyze practice and philosophy. 116 Finally, for those of us who seldom consider the ethical basis for the Library Bill of Rights, Frické, Mathiesen, and Fallis give us a chance to consider the ethical presuppositions that undergird this seminal document. 117 A solid group of essays treats the history of government information, with the best one being Bert Chapman's clearly written and well-documented history of the depository program at land-grant universities, which began in 1907. 118 A broader perspective on the ideological background to the whole idea of a depository program is charted by John Walters, who examines closely the writings of our founding fathers, such as James Madison, and provides an informative and concise overview of the evolution of Anglo-American thought regarding the role of government in a democracy. Walters follows this article with one that focuses on the development of the government's informing function during the antebellum period. 119 With these two contributions, Walters gives us a good grounding in the theory and practice of government information in our country's early decades. Moving much closer to the present, Crawford and Stimatz survey the Reagan administration's approach to the dissemination of government information. 120 Comparing Walters's theoretical assessment with the Reagan administration's practice of curtailing and controlling the generation of information is quite instructive.
Scholars involved in the field of information science have often spent as much time looking backward as forward. JASIS-the foremost journal in this discipline-devoted two recent issues to an exploration of the history of information science in celebration of its fiftieth anniversary. 121 The first issue looks at the journal itself and the role it has played in information research, while the second one examines the field of information science within the larger context of information in our society. Another well-done work, edited by Bowden, Hahn, and Williams, reproduces papers from a conference that focused on the history of information science. With Michael Buckland leading off with a sparkling overview of the topic and Robert M. Hayes providing an informed summary of the history of the development of information science in the United States as the concluding essay, this proceedings volume is a work of high quality. 122 W. Boyd Rayward adds his own interpretation for a brief piece in the Bulletin of the American Society for Information Science. 123 All in all, the area of information science continues to be well covered by historians. It is time, of course, for someone to synthesize the historical relationship between information science and library science as it has developed over the second half of the twentieth century. We shall await this development. (I hope not for too long!)
Since we have been discussing historical aspects of information science, it is useful here to note some recent histories of technology and communication. The longest view is that taken by Brian Vickery in his survey of scientific communication that begins with the Mesopotamians and rambles up through the last century. 124 Developments of the past one hundred years occupy the attention of the other three books worthy of mention here. Peter Jensen narrates a copiously illustrated history that recognizes the international dimensions. 125 The British standpoint is articulated by John Naughton in his A Brief History of the Future, while Janet Abbate's 1994 dissertation is the basis for her thorough history of the Internet. 126 The history of the archival profession, an avocation so closely aligned to our own, is the subject of Richard Cox's carefully documented booklength study. Cox, who has worked as an archivist prior to his current position in the University of Pittsburgh library school and has written extensively in this area, demonstrates a sure knowledge of archives and records management and has synthesized a great deal of secondary literature for his impressive book. Frederic Miller investigates the efforts of the Society of American Archivists to standardize and accredit archival education from the 1960s through the early 1980s. 127 Concluding this review are several items that I could not find a place for anywhere else but did not want to neglect. Kathy Latrobe has edited a highly useful collection of essays that treat the history of school library media centers during the past century. 128 School librarianship is seldom treated by library historians and represents an area ripe with possibilities. Think for a moment how many school library media centers exist in this country.
Katherine Adams takes on the stereotype of the frumpy, shushing, hair-in-a-bun librarian in an intriguing essay that introduces poststructural literary theory as part of its analysis. 129 Adams believes that the librarian stereotype may not be as negative as we often think. Her argument is a bit of a stretch, but if nothing else, it provides a counterpoint to the usual point of view. On the international front, Maxine Rochester explains how the Carnegie Corporation fostered the growth of libraries in South Africa. 130 Richard Abel tells the story of the National Enquiry into Scholarly Communication, which sought (unsuccessfully, as it turned out) to develop an answer to stemming the erosion of materials budgets already apparent by the mid-1970s.
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Evelyn Powell traces the history of the venerable Chemical Abstracts Service, which began in the first decade of the twentieth century. 132 Finally, Svend Larsen describes the early years of the prominent journal Libri.
133

Conclusion
We celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the Library History Round Table amid a flurry of papers that assessed our scholarship as one century ends and another begins. New books by Jones, Robbins, and McMullen, among others, show that we continue to produce lengthy and well-constructed analyses of our historical antecedents. Our flagship journal, Libraries & Culture, remains a consistent source of solid historiographical scholarship with its high expectations for primary, secondary, and contextual writing. So what needs to be done? First, too many smaller studies are being produced without the benefit of concomitant larger synthesizing works to bring it all together. The broader surveys that have appeared in the past few years have not often reflected the plethora of historiographical studies generated by our sedulous scholarship. We must continue to insist that our efforts be based on a happy combination of primary and secondary sources, all set within the larger historical framework that helps the reader understand where libraries and librarianship fit within the life of our nation. Second, whether or not we can achieve Wiegand's lofty goal that our work be informed by the thought of major social science theorists, we can nevertheless strengthen the analytical skills we bring to our scholarship and create a vibrant interpretive foundation for future historical research. When the LHRT celebrates its centennial in 2047, I hope we can look back on the first half of the twenty-first century and be proud of what we have achieved.
